
For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org or call 
518-465-1473 to speak to Ryan Gregoire, NYSAC Legislative Coordinator. 
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OPPOSE NEW STATE MANDATES & COST SHIFTS 
 

PROBLEM: THE STATE BUDGET PROPOSES THE LARGEST NEW 

MANDATE ON COUNTIES AND OTHER COST SHIFTS SINCE THE GREAT 

RECESSION 
 
For the first time since the Great Recession the 2019-20 Executive State Budget 
proposes the creation of its largest new mandate on counties by requiring them to pay 
$60 million to nearly 1,300 towns and villages to make up for a state budget cut to 
Assistance and Incentives for Municipalities (AIM) program. In addition, the Governor 
proposes a host of state cost shifts to counties and New York City, along with signing 
legislation to reform elections in New York with no state funding. For counties (not 
including New York City) the new cost shifts and mandates will likely exceed $200 
million – more than double the allowable Property Tax Cap Inflation Growth for 2019.  
 
A list of key new mandates and cost shifts include: 
 

• AIM Cut Restoration Paid by Counties - $60 million 

• Early Voting Reforms – estimated at up to $30 million 

• 3 Percent Across the Board Rescission Authority to Governor – the 
Governor proposes granting the Executive the unilateral authority to cut local 
assistance programs by up to 3 percent in revenues fall short of his Executive 
Budget Recommendation. Revenue projections have fallen short in each of the 
last four years and we anticipate they will again. The impact on counties is 
estimated at $80 million (not including the impact on New York City). 

• Bail Reforms – Exact estimates are unknown at this time, but increased local 
costs are expected to be in the tens of millions of dollars annually. 

• Public Health Works Funding Cut to New York City - $27 million in SFY 
2020. The budget proposes to reduce the state reimbursement from 36 percent to 
20 percent for New York City. 

• Increase New York City Share of Costs by 10 percent for Family 
Assistance to Needy Families – the SFY 2020 estimated impact is $72 
million for New York City.  

 

COUNTY RECOMMENDATIONS 
NYSAC urges the Legislature to reject new mandates and cost shifts on counties and 
New York City to prevent higher local taxes that will be necessary to pay for these items.  


